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Thomas Jefferson to James Madison, February 15,

1794, The Works of Thomas Jefferson in Twelve

Volumes. Federal Edition. Collected and Edited by Paul

Leicester Ford.

TO JAMES MADISON J. MSS.

Monticello, Feb. 15, 1794.

Dear Sir, —We are here in a state of great quiet, having no public news to agitate us. I

have never seen a Philadelphia paper since I left that place, nor learnt anything of later

date except some successes of the French the account of which seemed to have come by

our vessel from Havre. It was said yesterday at our court that Genet was to be recalled:

however nobody could tell how the information came. We have been told that mr. Smith's

speech & your's also on your propositions have got into Davis's papers, but none of them

have reached us. I could not have supposed, when at Philadelphia, that so little of what

was passing there could be known even at Kentucky, as is the case here. Judging from

this of the rest of the Union, it is evident to me that the people are not in a condition either

to approve or disapprove of their government, nor consequently influence it. * * *


